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MOBILE BLACK SPOT PROGRAM 

Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [6.33 pm]: I rise to draw to the house’s attention some deficiencies, 
indeed some inaccuracies, in a ministerial statement Hon Alannah MacTiernan made to the house yesterday, 
9 October 2018, about the Mobile Black Spot Program round 4. By way of introduction, I remind members that 
the federal government announced on 10 June—four months to the day—round 4 of the Mobile Black Spot 
Program, a national program that co-invests with state governments and telecommunication companies to expand, 
largely, mobile base stations across Australia. Some $25 million was available for round 4. The Minister for 
Regional Development delivered a ministerial statement yesterday during formal business. I have a number of 
concerns with the statement that she delivered to the house. To remind members, on 14 June—only four days after 
the federal government had announced round 4 of this program—I asked Hon Alannah MacTiernan the very simple 
question: does the government intend to partner with the Australian government and how much money did it have 
on the table? Members would realise that June was in the previous financial year, but almost four to five weeks 
prior, we had already had the 2018–19 state budget handed down. This question was about what the state 
government had in its budget and forward estimates for continuing to partner with the commonwealth. Her 
response to my question without notice 475 states — 

I thank the member for the question. I want to point out to the member that no sensible government would 
put aside a budget allocation to co-fund a project that did not exist. Round 4 of this project did not exist 
until last Sunday. The member might recall that not only was it not in our budget because it did not exist, 
but it was not in the federal budget because it did not exist. Of course, now that it does exist, we are more 
than happy to look at it, and of course we will look at it. 

That was the response by Hon Alannah MacTiernan on 14 June 2018. Fast-forward to yesterday, and it was 
interesting to learn that the second paragraph of the minister’s statement says — 

Our Government has funding in the Budget for Round 4 of the program, which we will willingly co-
invest if we are satisfied there has been adequate engagement with WA on the black spot locations. 

I am confused. I was told on three, four, maybe even five occasions on 14 June by Hon Alannah MacTiernan that 
it was impossible for the government to have funding in the budget because the program did not exist, yet she 
made a statement to this house yesterday that there is funding in the budget. I might be mistaken—perhaps the 
Parliament has passed another budget since 14 June and yesterday’s date of 9 October, but I do not think that to 
be the case, unless I was absent for a significant period. The budget we are dealing with now is the same budget 
that we were dealing with when I asked that question in June. That is only one inaccuracy that I think exists. The 
minister went on to say — 

Last week I wrote to the Federal Minister seeking an extension the Database registration deadline by 
three weeks to 1 November 2018. 

There is obviously a word missing from that paragraph, but I assume it meant to read, “Last week I wrote to the 
federal minister seeking an extension to the database registration deadline by three weeks, to 1 November 2018.” 
The deadline for submissions is 11 October. That is tomorrow. The minister made the statement yesterday, 
9 October. The first the commonwealth government learnt of this was when the minister stood in this house and 
made that statement during formal business yesterday. The minister said to this house, “Last week I wrote to 
the federal minister”, which of course is nonsense. The question that I asked the parliamentary secretary 
representing the minister today clarified for the house that the minister had not written to the federal minister 
last week, as she told the house yesterday. In fact, due to an oversight in her office, she posted the letter only 
yesterday. I am not sure how many inaccuracies we can get from this minister, but it seems to be a repeated act 
that she is good at. It certainly concerns me that the way in which we engage with the commonwealth 
government over an important program such as the Mobile Black Spot Program is that a minister stands in this 
house and suggests that two days prior to a deadline the commonwealth should extend the deadline for a national 
program, in which we are bidding with other states and territories for a piece of a $25 million pie—not a big 
pie at all. The minister is not aiming high enough when she suggests that we should be targeting only $3 million 
in federal investment and $3 million in co-investment by the state. We cannot expect the commonwealth 
government to simply put everybody on hold two days out from that deadline while she has a bit more time, as 
if four months has not been enough for the state government to get its act together and make a submission. 
I contend that if we miss out on our fair share of the $25 million, it will be by the actions of this minister, who 
was asleep at the wheel when it came to her portfolio. How many more mistakes will this minister be allowed 
to make? If the Premier does not wake up, when will the backbench wake up? This minister is not capable of 
discharging her duties as a minister of the Crown. 
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Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: This is yet another example of this minister not being up to the job. We would think 
that given she has a parliamentary secretary in the same house as her, he might be able to carry some of the burden 
for the minister. 

Hon Nick Goiran: I think he was supposed to post a letter. That might’ve been the problem! 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Perhaps! Since the parliamentary secretary has been banned from more modern 
forms of communication, such as Twitter, perhaps he would be more familiar with Australia Post. Nevertheless, 
when it next suits the minister to come to the chamber, when she returns from urgent parliamentary business, 
I think she ought to correct two points of the ministerial statement that she made. She did not write to the federal 
minister last week. She wrote to the minister when she sent the letter after she made a ministerial statement in this 
place. She also needs to clarify whether this money is in the budget. In June this year, she told this house that the 
money did not exist, but in her ministerial statement this week she said that the government has funding in the 
budget. I think this minister needs to return to the house and explain herself. 
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